
Tree Day 
Volunteers needed for Tennessee Tree Day! Covenant’s role in the Tennessee Environmental Council’s 
(TEC) Tree Day is to serve as a distribution site for seedlings. The Earth Care Team is looking for 
volunteers to: 

• Pick up seedlings from Evergreen Nursery on or around March 14 (1—2 people) 

• Sort seedlings according to individual orders, wrap roots with wet newspaper and bundle for 
distribution on March 16 (4—6 people, depending on number of orders) 

• Hand out bundles on March 17 from 1—5 PM and March 18 from 10 AM—1 PM (4 people 
each day but the more the merrier!) 

If you’d like to help, contact Laura Phillips at lauralivep@gmail.com or text her 
at 304-546-7831. 

If you’re interested in getting seedlings for yourself, you can order from the 
TEC website for a suggested donation starting at $1.99/tree from a selection of 
10 varieties. Deadline for ordering is February 26. To order, go to 
https://www.tectn.org/tennesseetreeday.html where you will find a map of the 
distribution sites. 
 
 

 
After Church Lunch—February 12 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, February 12, for After Church Lunch. The theme this month is 
Foods that Warm Your Heart. Please bring a dish or a side or a dessert to share with the congregation. 
 
 

Rise & Shine! 
Join us after worship on Transfiguration Sunday, February 19th, for a special Coffee 
Tasting! We will be sampling some of the options available from Café Justo before we place a 
group order from the congregation. Given all we learned from Mark & Miriam’s visit last month 
about the important work Frontera de Cristo and Café Justo are doing, we are excited to expand 
this mission partnership. 
 
 

Ash Wednesday—February 22, 2023 

We will be having a mid-day Ash Wednesday service of prayer in the Sanctuary 
on February 22nd at Noon. Watauga Avenue Presbyterian Church is having an 
evening service. Time to be determined, we will let you know in an email and 
upcoming bulletin. 
 
 

After Church Snacks 
On the last Sunday of each month, the Congregational Life Committee is hosting After Church Fellowship 
and Snacks in the library following the worship service. Please plan to stay and visit with friends, old and 
new, while enjoying a sweet treat. 



20 23  Page 2 

Black/White Dialogue—Monday, February 13, 6—8 PM on Zoom 
There will be a special out-of-town speaker for February’s meeting so it will be held on Zoom 
from 6—8 PM. Ed Wolff will send out the Zoom link. 

Good Samaritan Food Offering 
Based on the needs of some visitors we have had to the church during the week, we’ve come up with a 
new list of items. 

Canned foods with pop-tops that are ready to eat “as is” 

for folks without resources to cook. 

Foods that do not require adding water 

or other ingredients would be ideal. 

(Chef Boyardee canned foods are often on sale at $1.25/ea.) 

Vienna Sausages, Beenie Weenie, Soup, Fruit, Vegetable cups, etc. 

If you wish to make a monetary donation, we will pass it along, too. Remember, the Good Sam cart is out-
side in front of the church office Monday—Thursday from 10a—3p. Thank you for your generous dona-
tions to this local ministry! 

Bible Trivia (answers can be found somewhere in this newsletter): 

1. What sea did Moses part to aid in his people’s escape from the Pharaoh? 
2. Who were Miriam’s brothers? 

Interested in Volunteering?? 
From serving on a committee (Communications/Outreach, Local & World-Wide Missions, Congregation-
al Life, etc.), to bringing snacks for times of fellowship, to helping with cleanup after a church lunch, 
there are ample opportunities to be more involved and connected here at Covenant. Contact Tina in the 
office for more information! office@cpcjc.org or 423-282-5324. 
 

Other Committee Opportunities 
There are plenty of opportunities to be active at Covenant. Following is a list of committees and teams 
you might be interested in.  You don’t have to ‘officially’ join a committee to be a part of it! 

 Administration & Budget (Stewardship) Committee (contact Lauri Zembower) 

 Christian Education Committee (contact Anne Smith or Pat Smith) 

 Congregational Life Committee (contact Stacy Larsen or Betsy Moakler) 

 Earth Care Team (contact Matt Cary or Ann Freeman) 

 Local & World-Wide Missions Committee (contact Don Coble) 

 Property Committee (contact Tony Madden or Hal Hunter) 

 Worship Committee (contact Kathi Cary) 

Presbyterian Women’s Circles in February 
  

 Friendship Circle: Wednesday, February 8 at 1:30 PM in the church library. Contact is 
Rosemary Whitson. 

 Joy Circle: Thursday, February 9 at 11:30 a.m. Contact is Anne Smith. 

 Red Tent Circle: Thursday, February 9 at 7:00 PM at the home of Gwen Hunter (512 W. 
Maple St.). Contact is Gwen Hunter. 

? 
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Dear Covenant Presbyterian Church, 
You are a Second Harvest Super Hero. You did something remarkable with your generous Alter-

native Gift Fair congregational contribution of $1,405.00 to Second Harvest Food Bank. For each 
dollar you contributed, the food bank will be able to provide four meals to neighbors in our 8-
county service region who are hungry and food insecure. Thank you! ...(to read the full letter, please 
see the bulletin board in the hallway)... 

Yes, you are a Second Harvest Super Hero because you are helping to provide nourishing food 
and hope. 
Happy New Year, 

Rhonda Chafin, Executive Director 

 
Bear Another's Burdens Ministry of Christ (BABMOC) would like to thank Covenant for their 

continued support, including letting us be a part of the Alternative Gift Giving Fair. Your prayers 
and support have allowed us to provide free elementary education for 5 years on the outskirts of 
Monrovia, Liberia, West Africa. This year we have 158 students! 

Thanks, Matt Cary 

 
Dear Friends at Covenant, 

Oh, how you have blessed Rise Up! for Youth! Thank you for the donations of outerwear for our 
kids. Each winter your congregation has faithfully provided for the cold weather needs of Rise Up 
youth. Your kindness and generosity is deeply appreciated! Blessings to your loving church in 2023. 

Lisa Smalling, Rise Up! for Kids 

 
Dear Congregation, 

Dave and I thank you for your generous Alternative Gift Fair donations to Para El Futuro de 
Guangaje Ecuador, aka For the Future of Guangaje Ecuador! Education is the key to Success! We 
now have 18 college scholarship recipients (half of whom are women), studying in the areas of en-
gineering, tourism, education, accounting and dentistry. These students come from subsistence-
farming communities high up in the Andes Mountains, where there was no High School available 
until 2012! But now there are HS graduates wanting to gain an education and skills in order to have 
fulfilling careers and help their people, indigenous Quichwa. We are thrilled to think how these fu-
ture leaders will help their communities rise out of devastating poverty, poor health, and malnutri-
tion into a healthier and sustainable future. We love to talk about the program, so if you are interest-
ed, ask us about it, and/or check out our website at www.forthefuturege.com. Thank you very much 
for your gifts! 

Sincerely, Julie & Dave Wood 

http://www.forthefuturege.com
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Prayer Concerns 
Sharon Fuhrman; Victory Cooper; Cathy Eades, Jim Starr’s cousin; Allen White, 
Maggie’s uncle; Charlotte Brumit, Betsy Moakler’s mother; Estelle Armistead; all 
those affected by gun violence; all those in our community affected by Covid-19; 
the people of Ukraine, its neighbors, and the innocent people of Russia. 
 

Join us in continually lifting up in prayer our mission co-workers: 
 

Bob & Kristi Rice:  South Sudan 
The Adams Maldonado Family:  Frontera de Cristo 

 

and these Covenant ministry partners: 
 

UKirk ETSU (Pres. Campus Ministry)      BABMOC 
Holston Presbytery Camp      The River      Good Samaritan Ministry 

December Treasurer’s Report 
 

Income to General Fund 
December 

 Actual $17,545.87 
 vs. Budgeted $17,892.00 

 

Expenses from General Fund 
December 

 Actual $21,019.24 
 vs. Budgeted $17,892.00 

 

Year to Date Income 
General Fund 

 Actual $ **186,544.26 
 vs. Budgeted   $214,704.00 

 

Year to Date Expenses from 
General Fund 

 Actual $195,632.60 
 vs. Budgeted $214,704.00 
 

The 5-Cents a Meal Offering 
for December was $70.00. 

 

**included pre-paid pledges from 2021 

and applied to 2022. 

ONLINE GIVING 

Did you know that you can make your contributions 
to the church online? 

Besides online giving or dropping off or mailing a 
check, it is also easy (and free) to set up automatic 
payments through your banking institution or online 
BillPay. 

Thank you for continuing to support the work of 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tina in 
the church office. 

Answers to Bible Trivia: 

1. Red Sea 
2. Aaron and Moses 

Entered into the Church Triumphant: 

Howard Bowman —January 2, 2023 

Covenant Congregation, 

We deeply appreciate your prayers, telephone calls, and food following 
the death of our father. We are grateful for the support of friends like you at 
this difficult time. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Bowman & Susan Thompson 



MISSION STATEMENT: 
Covenant Presbyterian Church exists to glorify and enjoy God.  We live knowing that God calls us to be 

a place of love, support, hope and acceptance regardless of earthly labels; Jesus Christ commissions us to 
make disciples and passionately share our gifts with the world through prayer, teaching, and service; the 
Holy Spirit allows us to determine and carry out Christ’s will for our lives and the life of our church, and 
empowers us to seek out and respond to the needs of our local and global community. 
  

AFFIRMING ALL GOD’S CHILDREN: 
We at Covenant Presbyterian Church of Johnson City, Tennessee, under the auspices of the Presbyter-

ian Church (USA), aka PC(USA), present its Churchwide Antiracism Policy, first adopted in 1999 and re-
vised in 2016. It proclaims the following: 

“While recognizing that racism victimizes many different racial ethnic groups, we acknowledge its 
unique impact on the African American community.  Given the particular forms that anti-Black racism 
has taken in the United States of America, both historically (including slavery and Jim Crow) and today 
(including mass incarceration, disproportionate policing, economic inequality, and continuing acts of 
racially oriented violence and hate), we state clearly: GOD LOVES BLACKNESS.  Too many have denied 
this basic truth for too long.  Our choice to align ourselves with love and not hate requires both a rejec-
tion of racism and a positive proclamation that God delights in Black lives.” 
  

STATEMENT OF OPENNESS AND WELCOME 
We aspire to Christ’s model of openness and love for all persons.  As God has welcomed us, we also 

welcome everyone into the life, leadership, and community of Christ’s church, regardless of abilities, age, 
economic status, education, ethnicity, gender identity, race, sexual orientation, social position or any 
identity or status that might be perceived as separating us from God or one another. 

We pledge to affirm the inherent worth and dignity of each of God’s children, with membership, lead-
ership, and employment open to whomever God calls. 

603 Sunset Drive, Johnson City, TN  37604 
 

Phone: 423-282-5324, Fax: 423-282-5346 
http://www.cpcjc.org, E-mail: office@cpcjc.org 

Find us on Facebook:  
“Covenant Presbyterian Church (Johnson City, TN.)” 


